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“I have set asatchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem, who shall never hold their peace day nor wight.” 
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A SERMON 
BY FAYETTE MACE. 


ist Thes. 5th chap, 2lst verse.—*Prove ail 
things: hold fast that which is good.” 


It has invariably been the case, in every age 
of the world, that those who have been conscious 
of being on the right side of trath, have never 
shunned, but courted investigation. The more 
the truth is examined, the brighter it shines.— 
This is the ordeal, which it solicits, and this trial 
never proves disadvantageous to its interest and 
promotion. This fact is demonstrated by the 
Founder of Christianity.—The Saviour met his 
opposers on the open plain of fair diseussion.— 


Ile ever stood ready to demonstrate the truth of | st be kept up. 


his doctrine, by an appeal to plain matters of 
fact. He substantiated his principles by proofs 


which none could resist, and by arguments that | 


none could refute, and by figures the most ap- 
propriate and convineings Was it his object to 
illustrate the paternal character of the Deity? 
He appealed to those dispositions and affections 
that animate the human breast’ ="What man is 


there among you, whom, if his son ask bread, 


bear the light, chose to shield themselves in mid- 
night darkness. They will not come to the light 
lest their doctrines and deeds should be reprov- 
ed. They decry reason as being very danger- 
ous. This they know to be their greatest enemy. 
Being convinced themselves that their doctrines 
are unreasonable, they very well know that peo- 
ple must sacrifice that faculty, notwithstanding 
itis the greatest gift nature hag* bestowed on 
man, before they will implicitly receive their 
abominable absurdities. But befote they can se- 
cure their victim, it is necessary that the most 
appaling terrors should be presénted to the hu- 
man mind. They have studied every avenue to 
the passions, faithfully, and they know that before 
the people will consent to subscribe to their creed, 
they must be brought to believe that their eter- 
nal salvation rests upon it. But before this can 
be effected, reason must be dethroned, and in 
order to effect this desirable object, they will in- 
cessantly thunder the curses of Mount Sinai’s 
law. But they deceive the people by adding 
threatnings to it that that law does not contain. 
They are vociferous in denouncing endless ven- 
geance on mankind, when that Jaw contains no 
such threatening, and they know it. © But to car- 
ry on their work, they are aware that this idea 
Day after day, and evening 
after evening, the people listen to this dolorous 








a stir. It is now necessary that meetings should 
be more frequent. Every effort is made to im- 
press the minds of the people with the idea that 
God has commenced a work. For if the people 
did not believe this, the whole would vanish in 
air atonce. Females, of weak nerves, and in- 


experienced youths, are the.first wrought upon. 





will he give him a stone? or for a fish, will he Here the work commences. ‘These impressions 


give him a serpent? 


He theu contrasts the af- 


fection of an earthly parent with that of the Pa- terriffic representation of the misery of an eter- 


rent of the Universe: “If ye being evil know how 


nal hell. But such is the constitution of the hu- 


to give good things to your children, how much man mind, that it but seldom long remains in a 
more shall your heavenly Father give his holy state of extreme depression. It is either followed you would meet with no better success, for it is an 


are altogether the effect of fear, produced by a 


spirit to them that ask him.” Did he wish to by ecstacy, or settles down in delirium, which 
ends only with our mortal career! Like a con- 


ety and necessity of a just retribution? He was tagion, this work often spreads through villages 
careful to show that as a Father he punished his | ®"4 towns, and even farther. 
If any disputed this sympathy, it willextend from one to the other, 


truth, he appealed to all the humane and beney- until whole families become afflicted by this ma- 
olent feelings of the human heart, under the in-|™* But were it wholly confined to the cred- 


fluence of the spirit of truth in confirmation of it. ulous and inexperienced, it would sooner subside. 
It is an unfortunate circumstance that many have 


chastened us after their pleasure, and we gave engaged in this business from some unaccounta- 
them reverence ; but our heavenly Father chas- ble reason, whose influence has rendered the 
tises us for our profit, that we may be partakers work more solemn and imposing. 

It is certainy a melancholy reflection, that so 
fhcted by the Divine Parent, is joyous, but griev-| many among us are disposed to countenance 


impress on the minds of his auditors the propri- 


children for their good. 








Paul says that we have had parents, who have 


of his holiness ; that no chastisement, when in- 





By the power of 


ings where she was told, with a great degree of 
affected solemnity, that cheerfulness is a sin, and 
indulgence in innocent amusement an unpardon- 
able offence ; that unless she joined them imme- 
diately, she was lost irrecoverably. Her cheer- 
fulaess became turned into despondency, and 
with it she lost her accustomed vivacity, A mel- 
ancholy gloom sat upon her countenance. To 
|her, the whole creation was bereft'of its charms. 
Being told by her spiritual guides that she must 
| prépare for another world by a total disregard to 
\the concerns of this, and that she must whilly 
| withdraw from the company of those with whom Y 
she had formerly associated, she becomes a’ re- 

cluse, excluded from all enjoyment of a social 

nature ; and should her parents, her brothers and 

sisters, differ from her in religious belief, to them 

she becomes distant and unsocial. 

She is at length prononnced a fit subjeet for 

the church. A very solemn scene ensues. She 
is propounded, and at the appointed time walks 
up the broad aisle. The creed is read to her, to - 
which she gives a tacit assent. She is then pro- 
| nounced, with great solemnity, an heir of Heay- 

en. It is proper here to inquire, what light or AY 
information this convert has obtained. It isa \ 
thousand to one she does not know one article 
she has subscribed to. She has been led along 
blindfolded. ‘There is one curious circumstance Ss 





~ 





sound, until at length, there is an appearance of| jn this farce, and that is, the converts are sup- 


posed to be enlightened and prepared for heaven 
long before they have any knowlodge of, or sub- 
scribe to, the articles of their belief ! 

I would here take the liberty to state, that such 
is the nature of these conversions, that the sub- 
jects of them would as soon subscribe to gne 
creed as another. They are altogether led along 
by passion, from the beginning to end. -That 
you may be convinced of this, it is only neeessa- 
ry to ask the converts what are the articles of 
their belief, and they perhaps will direct you to 
their spiritual teacher ; and should you go to him, 


undeniable fact that they are ashamed of their 
own creed. 


When people are so far lost to every principle 
of propriety as to subscribe to creeds they do not 
understand, or, if understood, present nothing 
but absurdities and contradictions; there is no 
imposition, however glaring, but what may be 
practised upon them. These are the very peo- 
ple who are always ready to contribute to the 
aggrandizement of the priesthood. These are 
the tools by which they work themselves into 
power. An unprincipled preacher may filchthe 
Jast cent from the pockets of the industrious, wn- 
der some specious pretext: such as sending Mis- 


ous, but yieldeth the peneable fruits of righteous- | such indecords proceedings, such palpable ab-|sionaries to India, building orthodox meeting 


ness to those that are exercised thereby. 


Will | surdities. Hut so it is, to the disgrace of human 


houses where they are not wanted by the people ; 


not these truths bear the test of investigation ?| nature, to the destruction of domestic concord | circulating Tracts where the people never read 


What reason can be assigned why our heavenly | and the harpony and peace of neighborhoods. 


them ; or educating indigent lazy young men for 


Father should be divested of every tender feel-|I would dirct your attention to that trembling | the gospel ministry, that they may learn the art ~~ 


ing? ‘The inspired writers, being convinced that | female whahas been a subject of this’ work. She | of deception. 


these"principles were founded in reason, earnest- | was once 





all things, hold fast that which is good.” 
But those who are enlisted in the cause of er- | of those 


pr 1 istinguished ornament to the circle! men, who are glad to obtain a livelihood without 
ly solicited aclose examination of them. “Prove |in which sle moved. Being cheerful and happy | labor, and who, in consequence of the privilege 


herself, shy contributed largely to the happiness they anticipate, become all at once very pious. 
und her. But her careless parents 


Our country is full of such young 





This they know to be a very genteel way of get- 


ror, being convinced that their doctrines will not ' suffered | r to attend uniformly those night meet-! ting a living. They swarm our country like the 


| 
} 












266 =, 
locusts that infested Egypt, destroying ever 
thing that came in their way. 

Many of our Universities and Colleges are un- 
der sectarian influence. There is a Theological 
department attached to them. Such never should 
be under the patronage of the State, but so it is 
at present. It is unjust and unconstitutioial to 
contribute from the public funds to aid these es- 
tablishments. It is taking the money that be- 
longs to you to aid the Calvinistic cause! Did 
you ever notice that just before Commencement 
there is generally a revival in these sectarian es- 
tablishments? The young men who are designed 
for the priesthood must “‘ezperience religion” be- 
fore they commeuce the labor of deception, with 
any hope of success! They consequently get 
together an@devise ways and means to produce 
a revival, and this they can do at pleasure. Im- 
mediately the news is spread abroad, by means 
of their periodicals, that there is a revival in such 
a College. After the excitement is agreed upon 
by, the officers of the College, and the young men 
who are to be the subjects of it, a circular is sent 
to all the churches in the vicinity, requesting 
them to appoint a day of fasting and prayer, that 
a revival may take place in their favorite Insti- 
tution. 

The rext periodical that comes out, brings the 
heart cheering intelligence that there is an ‘out 
pouring of the spirit.” God is at Andover, at 
Brunswick, at Hanover, at Waterville, or Ban 
gor, in answer to the prayers of saints! These 
pious souls really think that God has answered 
their prayers, when, in fact, they are the dupes 
of a designing Priesthood. The next we see 
our streets thronged with candidates for the min- 
istry, seeking for a call. The candidate gues to 
a vacant parish, and his first performance is 
truly wonderful. All are pleased with his orato- 
ry. They are transported with raptures. They 
at once call a‘parish meeting. and agree on set- 
thing him at $600 a year. This proposal is made 
to him, and it sounds very well. He is not ready 
to give them an answer, but goes tu another Par- 
ish and delivers the same sermon. They are 
equally pleased with it, not once mistrusting that 
itis one that he had transcribed, and another 
composed, and that he had pronounced it forty 
tumes before a looking glass. They vote unani- 
mously to give our candidate a call. He informs 
them in the mean while that he can have $600 
at sucha place. They agree to give him his 
price besides the use of the parsonage! He ac- 
cepts the call, stating however that it is not for 
filthy lucre, but for the good of souls!! This, 
they term, a call from God to preach in such a 
place. After our candidate is set apart by the 
laying on of the hands of the Presbytery—after 
this solemn farce is concluded, I say, the Rev. 
Divine, as he has become now, begins to medi- 
tate onthe most proper course to be pursued 
hereafter to recure the confidence of the people. 

@ He begins by relating to them his experience 
and call to the ministry, and it is all miraculous, 
the work of God. 


Then he tells them what a special regard he 
has for their interest and welfare for time and 
eternity. ‘That such is his love for their poor 
immortal souls, that to save them from the wrath 
of God, he would willingly lay down his life.— 
Yea, such is his regard for them that he would 
cheerfully spend all his strength, and all he pos- 
sesses for their eternal well-being, The peo- 
ple begin to look upon him as an Angel of mercy 
sent directly from the Court of Heaven. This 
is just what he wants, His object is attained— 
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whom he deceives®do not once re- 
that their preacher has represented bis own 
disposition and character se mach better than 
thet of their Father in Heaven. He is filled 
with wrath and vengeance, but the minister is all 
kindness and benevolence. 

Whenever an audience can be made to be- 
lieve that their eternal interest, is committed to 
the care of their minister, a way is prepared for 
the grossest imposition. He ean play upon that 
string and gain any object he pleases. How of- 
ten it has been the case that families have been 
obliged to go naked and hungry in order to an- 
swer all the unreasonable claims of an hireling 
Priesthood. If persuasion does not produce the 
desired effect, it is only neceséary for this priest 
to threaten the ignorant with a future judgement 
and eternal misery and they yield at once. If 
he is apprehensive of detection in his unhallow- 
ed course, he resorts to this system of terror to 
prevent the people from going to the plaee 
where they would get instruction. This is his 
precise language. “1 warn you by the terrors 
of eternal damnation, as you value your ever- 
lasting well-being, not to go to hear that Univer- 
salist,”” How does this accord with our text :— 
* Prove all things, hold fast that which is good?”’ 
Such a people are completely enslaved. They 
are not allowed the use of their own judgment. 
Such a preacher is a scourge to any place where 
he is settled. Instead of being a social compan- 
ion, and treating the people as his equals, he as- 
sumes the tyrant, and becomes an austere mas- 
ter. He looks down upon those who contribute 
to his support with disdain ; as a grade of beings 
far beneath him. 

The Apostles have given a very correct de- 
scription of these hirelings. They represent 
them as “creeping into houses and leading astray 
silly women;” and they must be very silly 
to be deceived by them. Observe, itis said 
they “ creep,” thatis they go to work slyly.— 
They commence their operations where there is 
the greatest probability of success. They at- 
tack the women, not sensible ones, but “ silly 
women,” those who are the most likely to be im- 
pressed. ‘They have learned that the most prop- 
er time for them is, when he, who should be the 
head of the family, is gone. They know that 
they can easily terrify young women and chil- 
dren, hence it is their main object to attack such ! 
When they meet with their equals or superiors 
they will at once withdraw, saying that “ con- 
troversy ts not profitable.” 

We will devote the remainder of this dis- 
course to an examination of their doctrine ; re- 
minding you of the text: “ Prove all things hold 
fast that which is good.” 

It is impossible for us to examine but a very 
small part of their absurdities. Eternal misery 
is that which stands foremost and claims our at- 
tention. They represent mankind as having 
fallen from a state of innocencyand rectitude. 
In consequence of sin we are all rduced to one 
deplorable condition. It is true,the advocates 
for unending woe differ in their opinion with 
respect to the manner of man’s recovery.— 
All unite however in the beli¢ that God 


The 
flect 


will be glorified in the endless nisery of a 
large part of his offspring. Here hey all har- 
monize. Before we proceed to an «amination 
of this unreasonable and cruel dod¢rine, it is 
proper to observe that man is wholly¥ependent 
on his Maker for his existence, andthat suck 
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“The offepring of God;” so that you shoulde. 
vec keepit in mind that it is in the endless mige. 

of 
In the commencement of this discourse it wa; 
shown that the Saviour and his Apostles appeai- 
ed to the natural affection of an earthly parem 


punishment inflicted by the divine hand. Therm 
it was proved to be remedial, or for the good 
of the sufferer. We will now appeal to the 
same source in order to show the abominable 
absurdity of the doctrine we are examining. 
Suppose a parent has six children, in whose 
motions and countenance he contemplates his 
own image. He gives them all necessary in- 
struction in relation to their sentiments and de. 


his premises there is a quagmire, which cannot 
be seen, the surface of which is strewed with 
flowers of every description, and hue, and fra. 
grance. The children, however, disregarding 
the admonition of the parent, all goin pursuit 
of the flowers and inadvertantly plunge into the 
quagmire, from which it is impossible to extri- 
cate themselves. The parent beholding them in 
this unpleasant situation reproves them severely 
for their folly. He reaches forward his hand 
and saves two of them from destruction. The 
rest look for a similar favor, but they look in 
vain, for the parent affirms it is not consistent 
with his honor and glory to save the rest, tho’ 
he could do it with the greatest ease. But 
the scene does not close here. This exhibition 
would not sufficiently demonstrate his hatred 
to the folly of his children. He goes forward 
and takes the four remaining children and 
raises them from the pit. They begin to ex- 
ult in the anticipation of being made equal 
with the other two. But the parent with a 
frown represses their triumph. e states that 
he has only extricated them from the pit, that 
he may make them ten fold more miserable! 
The children look around them with astonish 
ment, and at once see that there is no mercy 
for them. On the one hand they behold a ta 
ble spread with the choicest dainties, laden 
with every luxury the country affords. But 
on the other, O horrible! A stake is driven in- 
to the earth, a pile of wood is laid artfully 
around it, the servants of this cruel parent 
approaches these four defenceless children and 
binds them, they confine them to the stake, 
and one approaches with a brand, and sets fire 
to the pile, All this is in the presence of the 
parent and two favorite children. They are 
feasting and rejoicing, whilst the four children 
who are no more guilty than the two favorites, 
are suffering all the anguish of the most cruel 
death. Their cries for help are wholly diste- 
garded, or rather tend to increase the joys 
around the festive board. In the midst of the 
crackling flames is heard the feeble voices of 
these miserable children, “Is there no help, is 


orable and cruel parent answers, ‘“‘None.”’ 

This, my hearers, is but a faint description 
of the character given to our Father in heaven 
by the Orthodox Clergy of our day. This is 
the only way he can show his hatred to sin, by 
making a large part of his offspring endlessly 
miserable! His saints, they say, will admire 
this part of his character. The principle of 
revenge and cruelty will be the theme of heav- 
enly joy. The arches of the celestial world 
will resound with the triumphs of the redeemed, 








are his exalted powers that he is jusly styled 


and the screeches of the damned. These dis- 


children that he is to be glorified! 


in order to illustrate the nature and design ¢f 


portment, reminding them that in’such a part of 


there no mercy, no compassion?” The inex- 
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eordant sounds will commingle with each oth- 
er, through the ceaseless rounds of a vast 
eternity!’ Whilst God exists, he will behold 
his Offspring in unceasing agony and never 
able to expire! ‘*The time shall come in eter- 
sity (says a late Orthodox writer) when the 
anguish of one soul shall be so great as to 


equal, in one moment all the sufferings of man- 


kind from the beginning of the world to the 


end of time,”” and when the pleasure of one of 
the redeemed shall equal all the happiness 
“That the 
redeemed in heaven will forever behold their 
own nearest and dearest kindred in hell, under 
all the bitter anguish of death and stand un- 
They will maintain per- 


experienced inthe same period. 


moved at the sight. 
fect calmness and undisturbed joy.” 
My brethren, would you wish to go to such 


a heaven as this, admitting that it did exist.— 
But thank God, the scriptures no where ~ 
t 
exists in the imagination of visionary fanatics. 
It will not bear the test of examination, and it 
isnot strange that those who advocate these 
absurd notions are opposed to free enquiry.— 
They know that the moment they are brought 
to the light they vanish like smoke. Brethren, 
let us “Prove all things, and hold fast that 


resent such a scene as we have examined. 


which is good.” 





ON THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMETN. 


There are some people, who glory in never 
having departed from the steps, in being called 
by the name, and in believing the doctrines of 
their fathers. They are opposed to free inquiry, 
and think it wrong to hear a doctrine preached, 
or read a book, unless it favors the sentiments in 
which they were educated. Now if such people 
had lived in Rome, they would have been Papists ; 
if in Constantinople, they would have been Mus- 
slemen : if in China, they would have been disci- 
ples of Confucius; and if in Egypt of old they 
would have worshipped a calf. They deny the 
right of private judgment, and look upon all in- 
quirers as innovaters. But that all have a right to 
hear, read, think, and judge for themselves ; may 
be shown from a great variety of important con- 
siderations. 

1. From the nature of man. Man was made 
in the divine image ; wiser than the beasts of the 
fields and fowls of the air; and he posesses those 
high powers, which enable him to act in view of 
moral motives ; constitute him a moral agent; and 
a judge in the great concerns cf religion. Having 
this talent, he is bound to improve it; and if he 
hides it in the earth, he sins against his own na- 
ture ; because his capacity to judge creates his 
obligation.—Therefore, man cannot resign the 
right of private judgment ; and no man or body of 
men, can take it away. Consequently, it is the 
duty of all, to hear and judge for themselves. 

2. This is evident from the commands of Scrip- 
ture. God by the mouth of the prophet says, 
“Come now let us reason together.” Our bles- 
sed Lord says, “‘He that hath ears to hear let him 
hear.” The great apostle of the Gentiles says, 
Prove all things, and hold fast that which is good.’ 
And St. John says,“‘Beloved try the spirits, wheth- 
er they are of God or of man,” Indeed, the Scrip- 
tures uniformly teach the duty of exercising our 
own judgment. The prophet Jeremiah says, 
“Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk there- 
in ; and ye shall find rest for your souls.” And 


ences the consequences of his own faith, teaches 
the right of private judgment. 
exercises of our hearts, according to our views of 
God, and his government; and our characters 
are agreeable to the character of the Being whom 
we adore. The Scriptures teach this when they 
say, “ all people will walk, every one in the name 
of his God, and we will walk, inthe name of 
our God forever.” 
and Jews, resemble in character their respective 
religions ; and so it is with the different sects of 
Christians ; their sentiments give the cast to their 
religious affections. 
important it is, that all have correct views of God 
and of religion; for as they influence our conduct 
in life, much of our happiness and improvement 
depends upon them.—If we have a cruel religion 


we shall be exclusive, and if we have a loose oue, 


of their God. 


ticular attention of the christian community. 


judgment, before trial. 





Jesus says, “Search the scriptures for they testi- 
fy of me, and in them ye think ye have eternal 
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life.” —Nothingean be more clear than, that these 
passages teach the right of private judgment, and 
the duty of exercising it. 

3. The importance of truth teaches this, The 
Scriptures command us to buy the truth and sell 
it not. And the command implies, that we should 
buy it, let it cost what it will, and sell it, for no 
consideration. And the propriety of this will ap- 
pear, when we consider, that truth reveals the 
character and will of God ; his purposes of eve:- 
lasting mercy and compassion ; the character and 
mission of Clirist; his resurrection and assension ; 
the promised aids of the Holy Spirit; and the fe- 
licity of Heayeu. All ths is contained in the 
truth! Nothing in the world of nature or art is 
so valuable. It came from God, was foreshewn 
by prophets, preached}by angels and holy lips; it 
was sealed by precious blood, and confirmed by 
various miracles; and wherever its influence is 
exerted, there are the songs of peace and joy: 
there is friendship and love. It is full of life, of 
heaven, and of power; it can even make the wil- 
derness rejoice and blossom like the rose, “break 
the stony heart,” tame the ferocious and barba- 
rous, and purify unto God, a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. Now, who that views 
truth thus important, can be restrained from cal- 
ling into exercise all the faculties of his soul, 
while studying its principles and nature. As ev- 
ery thing demands our attention, in proportion 
to its importance, truth calls upon all to devote 
themselves, to its study and its support. 

4. The circumstance, that every man experi- 


All the religious 


The Heathen, Mahomedans, 


Such being the case, how 


we shall be cruel, if we have an exclusive one, 
we shall be licentious—for all walk in the name 


These are some among many considerations, 
which may be urged in support of the right of 
private judgment ; and to these, we ask the par- 


We know the doctrines by which we are distin- 
guished from other sects, are generally unknown 
and misunderstood ; it is our intention to state, 
illustrate and defend them, and we claim the 
privilege to be heard, before we are condemned. 
It is a folly and shame to answer a matter be- 
fore we hear it; as much so, as fora jury to give 
Southern Pioneer. 


REQUEST FROM WARREN. 
What reflecting people some of our Orthodox 
brethren’are! We have just received a request 
to know “what is the use in paying money for 
your paper or any other Universalist paper, as 
they teach that there is no punishment. after 
death 1” Now we will answer this question, as 
weunderstand it. Ist. The money of our paper 





a punishment before death. 2nd. We have 
ever taught nor even intimated in our'paper that 

there is no punishment after death; but only that 

that none will be punished more than they de- 

serve, and that all will receive that. And we think 

our paper may be useful to mankind by persua- 
ding them to love God and keep his command- 

ments, thatthey may ayoid the certain punish- 
ment of disobedience. 3d. It may be further 

uselul to them, by enlightening their minds into 

the principles of toleration, equally, religious 

hberty, and common rights, that we may the 

better preserve our free institutions, and enjoy 

more of the felicities of this world. 

Now in turn, we will ask our pseudo Orthodox, 

tender hearted ministers of damnation and wo, a 

few questions. If we see a man’s house on fire 

and himself asleep in the midst of it, what would 

be the use in waking him to a knowledge of his 

danger, so Jong a3 the fire would not smart him 

in another world? What is the use in sowing 

and planting in this world, so long as the Ortho- 

dox do not expect to be hungry in the next? 

What is the. use in building houses, so long as 

we shall need none in the next world? What 

is the use in keeping out of the fire, snow, or 

water, so long as these things cannot affect us 

in another world? What is the use in feeding 
a hungry man, so long as he will get over his 
hunger in the next world? What is the use in 
having our liberty so long as we shall be free 
enough in the next world? What is the use in 
paying our priests of any sects, so long as they 
will be rich enough, when the Christian party in 
politics comes into the power, or at Jeastin the 
next world? When we see a combination of 
priests, grasping with the serpent’s cunning, at 
the government and laws, to rule as they have 
ever ruled in other countries ; and the horrid din 
of death and destruction rolling in deafening 
roar through the land, blighting all the social 
and moral feelings of the heart, and driving rea- 
son from her lucid throne, and scattering fire 
brands, srrows and death, then what would be 
the use for us to raise our feeble voice amidst 
the discordant sounds of fanaticism, and the harsh 
croakings of bigotry, to sound the tocsin of alarm 
and oppose the powers of darkness ?—Whatever 
the answer may be, we devote our heart, and 
here dedicate our whole soul upon the altar of 
ourcountry. And had we power, we would speak 
in language that would fall upon the cold ear of 
Orthodoxy like peals of reproving thunder, and 
open their hearts to the jentle feelings of hu- 
manity. Genius of Liberty. 





A GOOD REMARK. 

As water that ariseth and floweth from a living 
spring, runneth equally and constaftly, unless it 
be obstructed or diverted by some violent opposi- 
tion, but that, which is from thunder-showers, runs 
furiously for a season, but is quickly dried up; 
so are those spiritual thoughts, which arise from 
a prevalent internal principle of grace in the heart; 
they are even and constant, unless an interruption 
be put upon them for a season by temptations ; 
but those, which are excited by the thunder of 
convictions, however their streams may be filled 
for a season, quickly dry up and utterly decay. 





The world is like a vast sea—mankind like a 
vessel sailing on its tempest bosom. Our pru- 
dence serves us for sails—the science for oars. 
Good and bad fortune are favorable or contrary 
winds—and judgment the rudder. Without this 





will enable us to pay the printer and paper ma- 
ker ; for if we should cheat them, we should fear 





last, the vessel is tossed by every billow. and will 
find shipwreck in every breeze. 





FUTURE STATE. 

The doctrine of a future state of conscious be- 
ing, is one that few have disbelieved, and one that 
still fewer have not wished to embrace as an an- 
chor to the soul. Whatever may be our religious, 
er sceptical, notions, we all wish for a fairer and 
better land, inte which we may find admittance, 
when we bid adieu to the sorrows of this. 

When the world first indulged the hope of a- 
nother life, if indeed, it be not as old as the hu- 
man race itself, it is impossible to determine. No 
historical monument points tu an age which had 
it not; no traveller has visited a country, howev- 
er barbarous or savage, that has not, in some 
shape, a wish, a hope, or a belief, in some future 
existence for their deceased friends. However 
rude, barbarous or whimsical thei: notions may 

~he ; however wild and fantastical the beings with 
which they people the regions beyond the grave ; 
all ages and ail countries have believed, and do 
believe, such regions exist, and have a clearer, or 
less perfect conviction, that they will there live 
again as sentient beings. 

What originated this wish, hope, or belief, it is 
impossible to ascertain. There have never been 
wanting individuals who had it not ; hence we in- 
fer itis not innate, It was not tradition, for tra- 
dition can only perpetuate ; it has no power to o- 
riginate. The belief must have existed before 
tradition could hand it down. It can hardly be 
said that nature teaches it. True we see trans- 
migration from one state of being to another, a- 
mong some of the insect tribes. ‘The catterpillar 
winds itself in its cone, and after a few days, 
bursts its grave, and sails on colored wings, a 
beautiful butterfly. But beeause the insect pas- 
ses fron. one state of being to another, we cannot 
with certainty infer the same of man. And should 
the analogy hold good, in all its parts, it would 
not meet our wants, The butterfly is not immor- 
tal. It sports in the sun-shine for a few days, and 
isnomore. So man would live but again to die. 

Poetry has found in sleep an image of death. 
But the resemblance is slight. In death the vi- 
tal functions cease ;in sleep they goon. The 
gloom of winter, the renovation and joy of spring, 
have been adduced as poetical emblems of death 
and the resurrection. There is something beau- 
tiful in the thought. The autumal winds sigh 
lonely through the forests ; the cold desolations 
of winter succeed ; and wrap the earth in its win- 
ding sheet, The sun gains the vernal equinox ; 
the warm south wind blows; the snotvs melt; a 
mild and genial air breathes over the earth, and 
all start into life. Gladly would we view this 
emblematical of man’s resurrection from the tomb 
in the spring of immortality, But the dead live 
not. The plant that had withered, the stalk that 
was dry, feels no reviving power. That green 
blade is from a root that died not, and that beau- 
tiful flower is from a seed newly germinated. 

Man, as viewed by our senses, seems oaly born 
to propagate his species and die. The infant is 
weak, feeble, in mind as in body. For a few days 
it grows up; flourishes with promise ; reaches its 
maturity ; casts its leaf; withers away to second 
feebleness—to infancy—to death. ‘The elements 
which composed the body, return to their native 
elements, to form new combinations, to constitu- 
te parts.of plants and animals, again to separate, 
to be again recombined, and thus on. In this 
mat_can read no future conscious being. Nature, 
so far as we can read her language, reverses not 
the decree, “death is an eternal sleep.” Whence, 
then, the universality of man’s belef in a future 
state? Is it the result of imagination? js it a 


mere dream? We would not, if we could, an- 
swer this in the affirmative. We would not dis- 
|believe. Without the hope of another, this were 
lindeed, a wretched world. We would believe, 
| even if in errors for if we err, we secure the bliss 
| of believing, and can never fee! the pang of dis- 
appointment. 
“Where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly to be wise.” 

There is something curdling to our blood in the 
thought we are to be no more. re is some- 
thing too painful to be described, almost to be en- 
dured, to stand by the newly made grave and see 
let down into the cold earth, the one we have lov- 
ed, whose soul was commingled with our own, 
and to feel that it is the final end—to feel that 
there lies the form we have often clasped in tran- 
sport ; there are closed the eyes which shone with 
intellect ; there are mute lips that discoursed so 
often music to our ears, there 1s stilled the heart 
that beat to warmest aud kindest feeling. All, 
as the clods rattle upon the cofin, vanish, and we 
stand lone and withered beings. It is as if the 
life spring was broken. A sombre hue comes o- 
ver the whole of nature, The soul is dark. Not 
aray beams out to pierce the dark cloud that 
hangs over it. Ihave thus stood by the grave of 
my friend ; 1 have thus looked upon his dissolu- 
tion as the end of all that I loved. It is enough. 
I would not standthere again. Wisdom may as- 
sert we die tolive no more. But 

“Oh let her read nor loudly, nor elate 

The doom that bars us from a better fate ; 
But sad as angels for the good man’s sin, 
Weep to record, and blush to give it in.” 

The soul shrinks from the thought of annihila- 
tion, and it would seem that shrinking back—that 
horror at non-entity— indicates that death cannot 
be the end of our being. Perhaps it is not unrea- 
sonable to infer a future state from the capacities 
of the soul itself. Few who have comtemplated 
the soul, its mighty powers, its sublimity of feel- 
ing, its moral grandeur, its continual: aspirations 
after something it has not, its wish to stretch be- 
yond the narrow circumference of the earth, be- 
yond the stars, beyond the farthest limits of space, 
to rise and hold communion with the Mysterious 
Power it feels but sees not. Few have taken 
this view of the human soul, and have not deemed 
it destined to survive the frail tenement of clay in 
which it is lodged. Who can believe a being of 
such varied and extensive powers, so high, so no- 
ble, and often so godlike inits aspirationsand ac- 
chievements, is born but for an hour ? No it can- 
not be. 

“———I can feel, that though a clod 

Of the dark vale, there is a sense 

Of better things—the fit abode 

Of something tending up to God— 

A-germ of pure intelligence. 

I know not how the Eternal hand 

Has moulded :nan—but this I know, 

That while ’midst earth’s strange scenes I stand, 
Bright visions of a better land 

Go with me still, where’er I go.” 


Philanthropist. 





QUESTION, 

*Understandest thou what thou readest?”—Acts 
viii. 30. 

A great deal is said about reading the scrip- 
tures spiritually but very little about reading them 
understandingly. When, however, Phillip ad- 
dressed the language which we have placed at 
the head of this paragraph, to the Eunuch, he 
seemed, by the question, to imply that it was a 
matter of no small moment, that in reading, the 
understanding should be enlisted. 





It is the willingness to receive doctrines into 
the mind without understanding them, that has 


been the fruitful soutce of error, in all ages of 
the world—A sentiment is proposed for our ae- 
ceptance, and we are demanded to receive it, 
whether we understand it or not. This particu. 
larly applies to religious opinions and the reason 
men have been induced to swallow greater 
absurdities on this subject than on any other, is 
found in the fact, that these latter are alwaysac- 
companied with denunciations of punishment 
against those who reject them. ‘Believe or be 
damned,” is the introduction to every article of 
faith that is proposed for ouracceptance. With- 
out the influence of this debasing passion, it is 
quite impossible for the rational mind for one 
moment, to entertain some favorite doctrine of 
the day. Let us suppose a man who is a Trini- 
tarian, reading Athanasius’ creed and he meets 
with this sentence. “the father is God, the son 
is God. and the Holy Ghost is God, and yer 
there are not three Gods, but one God.” Should 
the inquirer put to this man, the question pro- 
posed by Philip to the Eunuch, “understandest 
thou what thou readest 1? What would be his 
reply? He would frankly contess that he did 
not ; that it was not necessary to understand, but 
simply to believe. He would be told that it was 
a must holy and ineffable mystery, and as such 
must be received. But would this satisfy the 
mind of an honest and fearless inquirer? It 
would not. It never has satisfied any one, and 
never will. Why, then, has such a monstrous 
absurdity obtained credence among men? Un- 
doubtedly, from fear. The introduction to this 
famous creed, is of a fearful character. ‘*Who- 
soever will be saved, before all things, it is neces- 
sary that he should keep the Catholic faith ; which 
except every one do keep holy and undefiled, 
without doubt he shall perish everlastingly.” 
Thus we see it opens with a threat, and it closes 
in the same strain—“this is the Catholic faith, 
which except a man keep, he cannot be saved.” 
This is literally placing a man between two fires, 
by which means he has no chance of escape. 
It is by such language that men have been im- 
posed upon, in the darker ages of the world ; and 
these corruptions have floated down te us in the 
current of time, and the doctrins could not gain 
admission into one mind, if they were not still 
upheld by the same threatening expressions. 
When the advocates of such systems, are pres 
sed with these arguments, they tell us that these 
things are spiritually discerned. They do not 
pretend to understand them ; they are great mys 
teries, but, then, when we are converted, they 
will appear quite plain to us, although we cannot 
explain them. Such was not the course Philip 
pursued ; he djd not tell the Eunuch that the 
prophecy of Isaiah was a mystery, and that he 
must believe it, then become spiritually-minded, 
and he would then find it plain to his comprehen- 
sion. But Philip explained the subject to him, 
and it was not until the Eunuch understood the 
purport and meaning, that he became a believer. 
This is the just reverse of modern teachers—they 
first insist on our belief, and then talk of explain- 
ing matters. Their language is, “join the church 
and then all your difficulties will be removed. 
We might notice a variety of other doctrines, 
which are insisted upon as necessary to the Chris- 
tian profession, such as original sin, total de- 
pravity, and the doctrine of the atonement. 
These are all received, though it is impossible 
that any one can understand them, neither could 
they maintain their ascendency, unless, like the 
Athanasian creed, they were supported by fire 





at each end.—L. 


Gospel Anchor.. 
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WINTER OPERATIONS. 

The following article from the Christian Intelligencer 
we think extremely well adapted to the times. Certain- 
jy, those embracing the faith of Abraham ought to be a- 
wake to their interests. During the winter it is not un- 
vommen for Universalists to suspend operations. This 
gives their opponents an advantage they rejoice toem-| 
brace. 


Most of our Societiesin this State—particular- 
ly those in smaller towns, where there is no set- 
ted Universalist minister,—are in the habit of 
suspending operations during the winter months. 
This arrangement we suppose arises from their 
inability to support peodahion all the time, and 9 
preference to have their meetings during the mil- 
der seasons of the year. ‘This objection to win- 
ter operations is, undoubtedly, entitled to some 
considerations; but at the same tinie there are 
reasons for having meetings in the winter which 
we think are also entitled to attention. In the 
first place winter is the most leisure season, and 
there is more time allowed the yeomanry, in par- 
ticular, for religious meditation and instruction. 
The Limitarian sects know the advantage of win- 
ter operations, and therefore during this that 
season are the most active.—We venture to say 
most of their success is obtained in the win- 
ter. The evenings are long; people are at leis- 
ure ; their meetings are established in every dis- 
trict; and the people give them their attendance 
in great aumbers. With these advantages, they 
labor hard, and not without success, for the up- 
building of their cause. In the mean time, in 
consequence of the arrangement above mention- 
ed, Universalists are “lying on their oars” 
Their preachers find little employment in the 
clerical character, and are obliged to resort to 
school keeping, or some other employment to ob- 
tain a living. The people, as sheep without a 
shepherd, become scattered and, for the want of 
a better, follow up the limitarian meetings.—Here 
they are in danger of being enticed from the sim- 
plicity of the faith as it is in Christ, and of be- 
coming infected with the malady which surrounds 
them.—Now we inquire, if Universalists do not, 
in faithfulness, owe their cause the duty of doing 
something to provide against this evil ? Shall we, 
like bears, go to sleep and permit the enemy to 
sow his tares during the most favorable season of 
the year? 

As to the inclemencies of winter, all may not 
regard the subject in the bigh light we do. But 
really there is no season more healthy and on the 
whole so pleasant in our estimation, than : good 
old fashion’d Kennebec winter. Let the earth have 
a good coating of snow, and the facilities for trav- 
elling are superior to those in summer. And al- 
though it may be cold, we soon become inured 
to it; and it is easier to keep warm in winter 
than cool insummer. The fullest, most interest- 
ing and most profitable meetings we ever atten- 
ded, were in the winter. A little preparatory | 
trouble and expense in the article of fuel will ren- 
der a room more comfortable for a congregation 
than it can possibly be made during the heat of 
summer. The mind, too, at this season of the 


year becomes more vigorous, more disposed to| 


serious and close thinking and to devout medita-| 
tions. Under all these circumstances, we sub- 
mit it to the consideration of our friends, wheth- 
er it may not be a duty to make an effort, as ex- 
tensively as practicable, for the enjoyment of re- 
ligious meetings during the approaching winter. 

“There is another evil connected with the sus- 





gushed out upon them. And it came to pass, when 


they may be sound inthe faith.”—Anchor. 


every season of the year—in winter'as well as in 
summer. Bat if no employment ‘ig afforded them, 
they must necessarily become disheartened if not 
injured as to their temporal comforts and the ex- 
tent of their public usefulness.— 


THE WORSHIPERS OF BAAL. 


“And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after 
their manner with knives and lancets, tillthe blood 





mid-day was past, and they prophesied until the 
time F' the offering of the evening sacrifice, that 
there was neither voice, nor any to answer, wor any 
that regarded.” —1 Kings xviii. 28, 29. 

The individuals who were actors in the scene 
described in our text and context, were the wor- 
shippers of Baal, a name common to idols, of 
which there were a multitude among the heathen 
nations. It seems, from the account given ofthe 
affair, that the people were halting between two 
opinions, on account of the preaching of the 
prophet Elijah.—They were doubting whether 
Baal or the God of Elijah, was the true Gnd. 
Baal’s prophets which were four hundred and 
fifty men, were gathered together with Elijah, 
who only remained a prophet of the Lord, and 
before the face of the people, were endeavoring 
to give such a display of the power of Baal, that 
the people should cleave unto him. They had 
prepared an offering and placed it on the altar, 
and were calling upon Baal to send fire and con- 
sume it, that the people might see his power, 
and acknowledge him as God. They cried from 
morning till noon, and from noon till evening, 
saying “O Baal hear us ! But there was 1o voice, 
nor any that answered.” 

We barely read this portion of scripture, with- 
out being forcibly reminded of the striking sim- 
ilarity between the conduct of these worshippers 
of Baal and that of modern revivalists. They 
get the people together, with a fewsilly men or 
women at their altar. Then they begin to call 
for the manifestations of mighty power, in order 
to change, in the twinkling of an eye, their total- 
ly depraved natures. And after they ery from 
morning till noon, and from evening till midnight, 
with loud voices, saying, “O Lord hear us!” but 
there is no voice, nor any thatanswer. They do 
not, to be sure, cut themselves with lancets, but 
they leap on their altar, and smite their fists, and 
stamp with their feet, and frequently appear fran- 
tic, that God does not come at their bidding. 
We will not mock these deluded or hypocritical 
mortals, for we pity them from our very soul. 
If they are sincere, they are fit subjects for a lu- 
natic asylum ; and if they are hypocrites, upon 
their heads are woes that are pronounced on 
thoes who lie in wait to deceive, and.set a trap 
to catch men. In either case they are entitled 
to our pity. Yet we feel bound to fulfil the in- 
junction that Paul laid upon a younger brother 
in the ministry—Rebuke them sharply, that 





DEFECTS IN PARTIALISM. 

1. Jt cannot be prayed for. An individual who 
has been grossly wronged and injured, may, per- 
haps, in the fury of the moment, pray that the 
person by whom he has been wronged and injur- 
ed may be miserable world without end—but 
when passions subsides, and the calm hour of so- 
ber reflection ensues, such a prayer will not find 
an abiding place in his heart. It is believed that 


no good man can pray that never ending torment 
may be the doom of a single soul, however sin- 
cerely he may believe thatisuch will be the result. 





pension of winter operations which we may be 
permitted to name. Our preachers need to live 





a defect of no little wei 
gainst the truth of that. 

5. It cannot be hoped for. ieew sincerely 
we may desire that our enemies may suffer, it is 
not in human nature, in a calm moment, to hope 
for the endless damnation of even a single soul. 
Paul says—‘And hope maketh not ashamed, be- 
cause the love of God has been shed abroad in our. » 
hearts by the Holy Spirit.’ Suchus the hopeof 
the Christian. It is a hope, the avowal of which 
causes no shame. Should any individual hope 
that God may inflict more pain on some of his 
creatures than is for their good, all we have to 
say is—that individual is not a Christian—he is 
not possessed, neither of the hope nor spirit of 
the gospel. 

Reader, what doest thou pray for? Doest 
thou pray that some of thy fellow being may be 
miserable world withoutend? Surely thou canst 
not offer such a petition at the throne of grace. 
Yet, rearember, ‘whatsvever is not of faith ig sin.’ 
Thou art exhorted to pray without Sagging. 
Thou canst not pray, in faith, that partialism may 
be true—for though thy faith is strongin favor of 
endless punishment, thy prayers are stronger in 
favor of Universalism. Do not, I beseech thee, 
do not pray in unbelief. 

Reader, what dost thou hope for? Dost thou 
hope that Partialism may be true? Surely thou 
would be ashamed to avow such a hope. Methinks 
I hear thee express a hope that all may be saved. 
This is Universalism—and it is the only system 
the truth of which can be sincerely desired by the 
feeling heart. ‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ.’ 

Reader, a doctrine for which thou canst nei- 
ther pray nor hope, is not worthy of thy belief. 
The doctrine for which thou canst pray and hope, 
and rejoice in believing, 1s the truth of the Divine 
Testimony. That doctrine is Universalism. 


“CHARITY.” 
We have been forcibly struck with the fact, 
that most of those individuals who, in a fit of 
despair or insanity, have committed suicide, are 
either females of fine and tender feelings, or men 
who have been remarkable for the native kind- 
ness and benevolence of their hearts. We regard 
this fact as a most clear proof of the falsehood 
of those doctrines which are the instruments of 
bringing them to their graves. “Charity rejoiceth 
in the truth,” is the testimony of the Apostle. 
Charity is the same with kindness or love. Hence 
those who are the most kind and benevolent in 
their feelings, will most heartily rejoice in the 
truth. Now if those doctrines which are preach- 
ed, were truth, those individuals who are driven 
to insanity and suicide by them, would be the 
very persons who would most heartily and fee- 
lingly rejoice in them, for the simple reason, 
that they have much of the milk of human kind- 
ness in their hearts. Truth never makes a char- 
itable man unhappy, but leads him to rejoice. 
What is that, then, which so wounds the feeling 
and tender heart, that reason is wrecked, and 
the mind completely deranged under its influ- 
ence? It is falsehood.— Anchor. 
LOGICAL ILLUSTRATION. 

A layman in Providence, who occasionally ex- 
horted at evening meetings, thus expressed his 
belief in the existence of a Deity : “Brethren, [ 
am just as certain that thereis a Supreme Being, 
as I am that there is flour in Alexandria; and that 
I know for certain, as I yesterday received from 
there a Jot of three hundred barrels fresh super- 
fine, which J will sell as low as any other person 
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Hence Partialism cannot be prayed for—which is 
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MINISTERIAL APPONTMENTS. 

Br. Fayette Mace will preach at the Court House in 
this village next Sabbath, (to-morrow) and at Bridgewater 
village the Sabbath following. 

Br. J. Grisman will preach at Waitsfield next Sab- 
bath, (to-morrow.) 

Br. Jonw Moore will preach at the Baptist Meeting House 
in Lyme, N. H. next Sabhath, (to-morrow) and at Claremont, 
N.H. on the first Sabbath in January. 

The editor will preach at Newport, N. H. next Sabbath. 

Br. 8S. C. Loveranp will preach at Pomfret on the 4th 
Sabbath of this month. 








WHAT IS UNITARIANISM ? 

& The Rev. 0. A. Brownson, editor of the ‘‘Philanthro- 
pist,” in defining Unitarianism says, it is “ the gospel 
of C freed from the false notions of ignorannce and 
raha believing in one living and true God;—the 
Father@t-all, to whom we are accountable for all that 
we are OF possess—its devotion, a grateful heart, &c. &c. 
Its morality is Universal benevolence—the practice” of 
sundry virtues. 

He says, “the whole Christian Church was Unitarian, 
till the 4th century.” That Milton, Locke, Newton, 
Chillingworth, Priestly, Watts, if not Doddridge, were 
Unitarians; and that he might mention some of the 
“brightest ornaments of American literature.” That 
**in Germany where the literati, as Mr. Dwight ob- 
serves, are a hundred years in advance of all others,” 
‘* Unitarianism prevails to a considerable extent.”— 
That it is spreading “South and West.’? That it 
has ‘wealth, learning, talents, character and piety on 
its side,” &c. Now after all the information the Rev. 
Mr. Brownson gives respecting Unitarianism, we are 
still inclined to ask ‘*‘ What is Unitarianism? We say 
that Universalism “ is the gospel of Christ, freed from 
the false notions, &c.—is the belief in one living and true 
God,” and enjoins virtue and morality, and that “ the 
whole Christian Church was once of our belief,” &c. and 
mention certain great characters who were Universal- 
ists,and most, if notfall, the same named by Mr. Brownson; 
and suppose we should define Universalism in the lan- 
guage of Mr. B.. would this give satisfaction to one dis- 
posed to inquire “ What is Universalism? We trow not. 
We then enquire ** What is Unitarianism ?” 





TO MR. TRUMAN WELLS OF ALBANY, 
Orleans County, Vt. 
Dzar S1rn,—I have some reason for believing that 
you are the person who wrote me a letter a few weeks 
since over the signature of ““ A FRIEND.” Now, Sir, 
T request you immediately to inform me whether you 
are guilty or not guilty. That you may be able to give 
a definite answer, I forward you the Watchman contain- 
ing the letter. Yours, &c. 
Wm. BELL. 
N. B. Should you decline writing, I shall be confirm- 
ed in my present opinion. If you write, and acknowl- 
edge that my suspicions are well founded, justice to my- 
self requires that you pay the postage on your letter. 
W. B. 





TO THE REV. MR. TRACY. 

Dear Str,—Understanding that in a sermon you deliv- 
ered in this village, on Thanksgiving day, you suggested 
the propriety of ‘Legislators legislating on religion,” and 
*¢ that there would be no more impropriety in their legislat- 
ing on this subject than on any other,” I would respectfully 
request you to inform me, either through the medium of 
the Chronicle, or by private letter, whether you did or did 
not use language of the same import. There were some 
present who understood you so to say, anid as there are 
many warm hearted republicans in this village who are op- 
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information from-yourself, an answer, either in the affir- 
mative.or negative, as the fact requires. And’should you 
be inclined to fally express your views and feelings on the 


I an, Sir, 


Yours respectfully, 
WM. BELL. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
We would respectfully remind those subscribers who 
have not paid for the present volume, that the third quarter 
will expire in five weeks. It would be for their interest, 
we believe, to forward the pay previous to the expiration 
of that time, as twenty-five cents is worth saving. Our 
friends will recollect that the terms are $1,50 if paid with- 
in three months from the time of subscribing—$2,00 at the 
expiration of that time—and twenty-five cents is added for 
every three months neglect of payment. Some of our sub- 
scribers who commenced with the year have recently for- 
warded us $1,50 as full payment forthe volume. We 
have no objection to receiving any sum they may be pleas- 
ed to send us, and crediting them for it; but they cannot 
reasonably expect that we shall, at this late hour, receive 
this sum as full pay. Our extreme want of money, how- 
ever, influences us to make the following offer :—those, 
who, according to the terms of our paper, are justly indebt- 
ed to us $2,25 will be marked paid if they will send us 
two dollars previous to the 14th of January next. After 
that time, $2,50 will be due; and if not paid till the close 
of the year, the terms demand $2,75. 








TO AGENTS. ; 

Now is the time of year to obtain subscriptions for the 
Watchman. Will our Agents improve the season? If 
every subscriber would obtain only one more, they would 
do us a great favor, and we should be enabled to enlarge 
our sheet without enlarging the price. Will they think of 
it? It is now larger than most of our periodicals which are 
supported by twice or thrice the number of subscribers; 
and there are but three out of about fourteen that are lar- 
ger than the Watchman of its present size. Our friends 
should likewise consider that in addition to the pecuniary 
aid they would render us, and the benefit which they them- 
selves would reeeive by the enlargement, they would con- 
fer an inestimable benefit on the public, provided the doc- 
trine we advocate be the truth of God. 





GIVING CREDIT. 

Br. Drew we hope will pardon our carlessness, We 
intend to give every paper due eredit for the articles 
which we select from it. We have cautioned the prin- 
ter to be careful, and believe he is generally speaking, 
though in some’ instances mistakes have eccutred. 1 he 
Trumpet and the Intelligencer being the of same size, 
care is not always taken to examine the title, and this 
accounts for the mistake to which Br. Drew has called 
ourattention: We will endeavor tobe more particular in 
future. 

Our readets are informed that two articles bearing the 
following captions; “Faults of Universalisis,” «“ Revi- 
vals,” found in the*Watchman of the 12th November, 
were original, not in the Trumpet, but in the Christian 
Intelligencer. 


IMPORTANT ENQUIRY. 

A correspondent to the Vermont Chronicle is extremely 
solicitous to know how ‘‘the revival shall continue,’’ and 
expresses his fears that unless something more is done to 
effect this object ‘“one fourth part of the inhabitants of Ver- 
mont can never be saved,”” We wish not unnecessarily to 
wound the feelings of this merciful and tender hearted 
correspondent, nor any of his particular friends, but we 
would take the liberty to ask a more (as we conceive) ra- 
tional and important question, viz. How shall we stop the 
progress of these revivals of fanaticism which have already 
delaged our Jand with “blood and carnage ?”” 
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LAWS OF VERMONT. 

Our extreme want of money again compels us to print 

the Laws of Vermont for the trifling sam of $15. When 


subject, your commanication would beread with interest. , our subscription list shall be so enlarged that we can live 
without it, we shal] be happy to fill our columms with mat- 


ter better adapted to the wants of our friends. 


LRT 78 YC 
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[FoR THE UNIVERSALIAT WATCHMAN. ] 


Remarks on Rom. ix. 1,3. “For I could wish 
that myself were accursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren, my kinsmen according to the flesh :” 


According to the doctrine of self-styled Ortho 
doxy, those who shall be “accursed from Christ” 
rust depart into evsrlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and hisangels Mat. 25. 41, 46. These de- 
nunciations we believe have beén fulfilled.. But 
our Orthodox brethren pretend to inform mg that 
this sentence of our Lord, dooms the accurséd to 
endless, interminable, irremediable woe! They 
say, in effect, that though God is merciful now, 
yet his patience will soon be exhausted ; and when 
his vindictivewrath shall be once put in operation, 
it will burn forever! He will not spare nor pity ! 
As his power is infinite, so will be his anger ; as 
his existence is without end, so his mercy will nev 
er, no, NEVER be shown tothe accursed ones! 

What, then, we ask, will become of Paul, should 
he finally be taken at his wish? For he says, “I 
could wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren”—Could he wish himself to de- 
part into everlasting fire when his body shall be 
raised immortal from the grave? Reader, if thou 
art Orthodox, try this simple experiment. Only 
hold thy finger two seconds in the candle’s blaze, 
and then assert if thou canst, that immortal souls, 
united with immortal bodies, will be tormented 
with endless burnings in fire and brimstone ; there 
to remain for Eternity, susceptible of feeling and 
unconsumed ; to appease the vindictive wrath of 
an angry God!! O!thou mayest, possibly, be 
so far lost to humanity as to invoke this incredi- 
ble curse on others ; but never on thyself. Thou 
mayest pretend to believe it is prepared for others, 
but here thy sincerity will be much doubted, un- 
less thou canst believe it for thyself. Believe it 
is prepared for thine own dear self, kind reader, 
and Charity, instead of doubting thy sincerity, 
will only doubt thy sanity! 

But, says Paul, “I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ, for my brethren” Where 
is the advocate of endless misery who can say this? 
For ipstance, isit possible that the good Dr. 
Watts himself, could, for any consideration what- 
ever, have- wished himself, (to use his own lan~ 
guage,) in that 
«« Wretched state of deep despair, 
To see my remove ; 
And fix my doleful station where 
I must not taste his love! , 
«What! to be banished for my lite, 
And yet forbid to die! 
To linger in eternal pain, 
Yet death forever fly !” 

(101 #. 2 Boox.) 
And would not Paul have wished himself, and 
all his Israelitish brethren, yea, and the whole 
created Universe, sunk in endless annihilation, 
rather than have wished himself in this pagan, 
Roman Catholic, Calvinistic, and Modern Or- 
thodox hell ? 
But the words of the inspired apostle are not 
to be trifled with. His conscience bore him wit- 


ness in the Holy Ghost, that what he was about 








posed to a law religion, they would like to receive correet 


A new society has been organized in Hubbardton, Vt. 


to say was the truth in Christ and not a lie ; (see 
verse 1,) which amounts to all the solemnity of a) 
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i ag eee sn 
oath, or affirmation. Paul undoubtedly possessed 


a benevolent and sympathetic heart, 


Which gave him “tears for others woes, 
And patience for his own.” 

By the spirit of prophecy which dwelt in him, 
enabled him to foresee the awful calamities which 
were impending over his brethren, the unbeliev- 
ing Jews. And itis possible that he might be 
willing to sufter in their stead, if by so doing he 
couid save his brethren the Jewish nation and their 
goodly city, not from endless burnings in the fu- 
ture state, but from the destruction that awaited 
them in this present life. If Jesus “beheld the 
city and wept over it,” (See Luke, 19: 41-44) 
Paul, also, “might have great heaviness and con- 
tinual sorrow in his heart.” 

Had Paul been a believer in endless misery we 
cannot conceive jt possible for him to have wish- 
ed himself accursed from Christ, (i.e.) endlessly 
mirerable. For how did he know but he should 
be taken at his word ; be made a sacrifice for his 
brethren ; and they, after being reised to heaven 
by his benevolent wish, should immediately begin 
to rejoice and say, amen, in Calvinistic style, to 
see him plung in the fiery billows of endless vin- 
dictive wrath!!! 

But leaving this painful subject, let us cast one 
hasty glance at the ‘bright side of the picture. 
“For their rock in not our Rock even our enemies 
themselves being judges” (Deut. 35: 31.) Vin- 
dictive wrath, as we beleive, is not an attribute 
of Jehovah. “His anger endureth but a moment” 
—“His mercy endureth forever.” LF. 


*‘ Before destruction, the heart of man is haughty; 
and, before honor, is humility,” —Proverss. 


The shining truths, contained in this short sen- 
tence, give it a listre unfading and refulgent, and 
render it a subject, worthy of peculiar attention. 
“They are like apples of gold, in pictures of sil- 
ver,” and are worthy the production of the wise 
man who wrote them. Happy would it be if 
they were universally heeded. The events of eve- 
ry revolving year evince the truth of these sacred 
words. We will take for example, the person 
who is abounding in wealth honour, and surreun- 
ded with friends and every temporal blessing 
who instead of being grateful for the unmerited 
favours which are continually showerd upon his 
unworthy head, is filled with self-conceit, vanity 
and presumption. He almost considers the uni- 
verse his own, and like Nebechudnezzar when 
exclaiming “is not this great babylon which I 
have built for the honour of my Magesty amebthe 
glory of my kingdom” immagines him 
Creator. He wishes all who are beneath him in 
earthly riches and honour to bow absequious at 
his will, and aquiese in all his vain and foolish 
projects; ond disobedience to his will or difference 
in opinien in inferiors, though perhaps superior 
inevery other respect, is considered a crime. He 





every extravagance, and unacquainted with th 

chief end of wealth, industry and economy, idle 
ness becomes his compamion,and mismanagement 
his counsellor. He becomes various and corrupt ; 
his haughtiness and pride increases, and he rush- 
€s on unconscious of the downfall and destruc- 
tion that awaits him. ‘But pride goeth before 


is full of oppression and wrath. He induiges rf : 


destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” 
Presumption and extravagance have set a snare 
lor his feet, and he becomes entangled. His rich- 
€s flee, and those whom before he had immagin- 
ed to be his friend, forsake him, as their friend- 
ship was pretended not real. He is now left a 
ptey to the gnawings of poverty, and denied that 





sweet consoler, which never fails to attend the 
more virtuous poor, aclear conscience. 1n this de- 
grading state we will leave him; and take a view 
of the person who by industry economy and vir- 
tue 1s saved from poverty and degradation, and 
made equal in wealth and honour to him who was 
once above, but now beneath him. He has em- 
erged from poverty and is nowfswimming in the 
ocean of plenty. Industry economy and virtue 
the fields in which he laboured was fruitful, a- 


their bounty and enjoying their sweets. . Heis 
rewarded according to his merits. Nor does he 
forget the source from which these blessings flow, 
but realizes the Author and ascribes to him the 
honour and praise. Thus the truth and wisdom 
of these words of Solomon are evidently seen 
that “hefore destruction, the heart 4f man is 
haughty and before honour is humanity.” 
) Hannan. 





TOTAL ECLIPSE: 

Mr. Eprror,—Our Minister on the 6th instant 
preached from the text Mathew 5. 14 ‘‘ye are a 
light to the world, a city set on a hill which can- 
not be hid,” And inthe course of the investi- 
gation, he said “the church was a secondary light 
as the moon which gives light by reflection, and 
that eclips*s sometimes darken the spiritual as 
well as the terestial world,” I beleive they do, but 
I do not believe thet any well regulated Church 
which is called a light to the worldJis troubled 
with a total eclipse for four years successively ; 
neither do I beleive that that church or associa- 
tion of people was meant in the text which allows 
any, if itis remembered to cummit any crime 
coguisable by the civil authority and retain their 
membership. 

There are a few good members in this Church. 

Junius Junior 

E. Randolph Vt. Nov. 9. 1851. 





MORE VICTIMS!!!!! 

A letter addressed to the editors of the Evan- 
gelical Magazine, says :‘I have just learned that 
a Mr. Harmon, of Wheatland, has lately been 
taken crazy at a four days’ Meeting, and has 
come very near taking the life of one or two of 
his neighbors while they were assisting to take 
care of him. I am informed that he has thonght 
to have ‘experienced religion,’ as the phrase is, 
at a previous four days’ meeting last spring. Nor 
is this the only case of the kind that has occured 
in this vicinity. I understand there are one or 
two other cases of insanity at Bergen, a short 
distance from here, in consequence of a 14 days 
meeting held there. Should this religious mania 
continue to spread, it will be but a short time be- 
fore whole communities will become insane. 
And indeed it appears they were so in some of 
the late protracted meetings in this vicinity. 
n such be the effects of pure and undefiled 
igion? Impossible. B. P- D.’ 
We learn from the ‘Trumpet and Magazine’ 
thattwo young men, in the neighboring town of 
Séuth Reading, have been driven into insanity 
by the late four days meeting in that place, 
Their names are, we understand, Sweetser and 
Stimpson. Christian Int. 
= ral 
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pAMraLers bearing this title have heretofore been 
published, under the patronage of several Associa- 


bundantly fruitful, and he is now partaking of 


tions in th 7 ew-Hampshire. At 
meetings of the New-Hampshire and Green Mountaie 
Associations, a sufficient sum was contributed to defray 
the expense of publishing about 400. Seven hundred 
were printed, and are all sold. Such is thie demand for 
pamphlets of this description, that the Subseriher has con- 
cluded to offer a premium of TEN DOLLARS for the 
best written article, which will make, in small fype, 12 
pages, duodecima. The subjects to be embraced are, 
the doctrine of Universal and efficient grace—an expose 
of the doctrine of a limited Salvation,—the measures 
adopted to support it, and the effects produced by them. 

he objects of these Pamphlets are to counteract the 
influence of Orthodox Tracts, with which our country is 
inundated. {t has been proved that many of them con- 
tain the most scandalous falsehoods, and instead of en- 
lightenifig the understa’ ; have served only to dwarf 
the intellect, and frighten timid: There is scarcely 
an individual upon whom these Tracts have not been 
urged. The youth have been “scared with dreams, and 
terrified through visions,” after reading them ; and those 
of riper years have runmad by meditating om their con- 
tents. 

We trust that the interest which has been manifested 
by our brethren ‘in the cause of truth, will not suffer its 
opposers to outdo themin zeal. Itis notrecommended 
however to our friends that they adopt the same con- 
temptible means which have been resorted to.by our 
limitarian brethren to distribute Tracts, but that they 
have a pamphlet which thef-approve in readiness to ex- 
change, whenever one of a,worthless character is offered 
them, obtaining at the same time a promise from the per- 
son to read, and not destroy it; and whenever a favorable 
opportunity presents, dispose of them in a manner, which, 
in their judgmentshall be productive of good, There ate 
many who would be yiligate read a pamphlet of this 
description, who would not @ttend public worship where 
the doctrine of Universal salvation is preached ; itis there- 
fore a duty devolving on the believer in the restitution 
of all things to give them such opportunity to become 
acquainted with our religious opinions as they are wil- 
ling to embrace. 

Those favorable to the distribution of such Pamphlets, 
and wish for a Prospectus, are requested to write us, 
(paying the postage on their letters,) and use their influ- 
enee in obtaining subscribers. It is presumed that no 
Universalist would wish for a ess quantity than one dozen. 

TERMS.—The pamphlet to contain 12 duodecimo pa- 
ges, and afforded by the dozen at 374 cents; by the hun- 
dred, 82,50; by the thousand, $20. To be published as 
soon as a sufficient quantity are called for to warrant the 
undertaking. 

N. B. Any person on due reflection will perceive that, 
unless several thousands can be disposed of, no great pe- 
cuniary profit can be realized by the publisher, after he 
shall have paid ten dollars for the matter, and twice as 
much more for the paper and printing. We have no 
Sund raised by the begging system to resort to. 

WM. BELL. 


: 


Woodstock, Dee. 17, 1831. 


LAWS OF VERMONT, 


Passed at the session of the Legislature, October, 1831. 
POOOODOOOOOOOOOOOE 


AN ACT, regulating the chartering of Banks. 


Sec. 1. It is hereby enacted by the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Vermont That every monied corpo- 
ration having banking powers, which shall be created at 
this session of the Legislature, or which shall be hereafter 
created, or re-chartered, shall be subject to the provisions 
of this act. 

Src. 2. It is hereby further enacted, That for the 
purpose of creating and continuing the fund herein estab- 
lished, every such corporation shall, on or before the third 
Thursday of October, in every year, pay to the Treasurer 
of this state, a sum equal to three fourths of one per cent, 
on the capital stock of such corporation, paid in, after ex- 
cepting therefrom, such part of said capital stock, as is, or 
may be held by this State, and at that rate for the time such 
corperation shall have been in operation, if less than one 

ear. 

‘ Sec. 3. It is hereby further enacted, That at the 
time of making any such payment, the corporation making 
the same shall cause to be delivered to the rer of this 
state a statement signed by the President and Cashier of 
the corporation, and verified by their oath, duly made, be- 

fore some officer, authorized to administer oaths, specify- 
ing the actual amount of the capital stock of such, corpora- 

tion paid in, and designating in such statement, the amount 

of such capital stock, as shall be owned by the state. 

Src. 4. It is hereby further enacted, That the said 

annual payments shall continue to be made, until every 

such monied corporation shall have paid,into the Tre:<u~ 
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a : 
ry four and one half per cent, upon its capital stock, which 
shall be, and remain a fund, to be denominated 
the bank fand, and to be inviolably appropriated and ap- 
plied to the payment of such portion of the debts, exclu- 
sive of the eapital stock, of any of said corporations, which 
shall become i t, as shall remain unpaid after apply- 
ing the pro effects of such insolvent corporation 
as hereafter provided. — 

Sec. 5. It is herebyfurther enacted That the Treas- 
urer of this state shall keep proper accounts of the said 
Bank fund, separate and distinct from, the funds of this state, 
and shall from time to time, report te the Legislature, the 
condition thereof. ; 

Sec. 6. It is hereby further enacted, That the said 
fund shall be the property of the corporation, by which the 
same shall be paid, in proportion to the amount which each 
of said corporations shall have contributed thereto, but the 
Treasurer shall have power, and it shall be his duty from 
time to time, to invest the same, and all monies belonging 
thereto, in the manner provided by law, in respect to the 
common school fund. And whenever it shall become ne- 
cessary, for the purpose of meeting any charges on the said 
fund, to sell any securities, in which said fund, or any part 
thereof, may have been invested, the ‘Treasurer shall have 
power to make such sale. ‘ 

Src. 7. It is hereby further enacted, That the in- 
come arising from said fund, after deducting thereout, the 
salaries of the Bank Commissioners hereinafter mentioned, | 
shall annually be paid by the Treasurer, to the several cor- | 
porations by which the said fund shall be created, in pro- 
portion to the amount which each of the said corporations 
shal] have contributed thereto; but no corporation shall be 
entitled to any part of said income, after it shall become 
insolvent, or shall be dissolved, or its charter expire. 

Src. 8. It is hereby fither enacted, That whenever 
the fund, created by this act, shall be reduced, by the pay- 
ments of the debts of an insolvent corporation, to be made | 
as hereafter provided, below the sum, as provided in the 
fourth section of this act, every monied corporation then 
existing, which shall be subject to this act, and every such 
corporation, thereafter to be created, shall, on or before the 
third Thursday of October, in every year thereafter, pay 
into the Treasury of this state, such sum to be designated 
by the Treasurer, not exceeding a sum equal to three fourths 
of one per cent, on its capital stock, as herein before pro- 
vided; which last mentioned annual payments shall contin- 
ue to be made, by every corporation, subject to the opera- 
tion of this act, until the aforesaid fund shall be re-imburs- 
ed, and made te amount to the sum, as provided in the 
fourth section of this act, after which such annual payments 
shall be suspended, until it shall become necessary again to 
resort to the said fund, by reason of the insolvency of any 
such corporation, as hereinafter provided, when the said 
nayment shall be resumed, in manner aforesaid, and so on 
trom time to time, as occasion may require. 

Sec. 9. Itis hereby further enacted, That whenever 
any corporation subject to the operation of this act, shall 
become insolvent, and shall be proceeded against, as heres 
inafter provided, it shall be the duty of a chancellor imme- 
‘diately after a final dividend of the property and effects of 
such insolvent corporation shall have been made among the 
creditors thereof, to cause an order to be entered on its min- 
utes, setting forth first, the total amount of debts against the 
said corporation, ascertained and established by the said 
chancellor, including lawful interest thereon ;—Second, 
The neat amount of money derived from the properties and 
effects of the said corporation, and applied under the di- 
rection of the said chancellor, towards the satisfaction of 
such debts; and Third, The total amount of monies, then 
requisite to pay off and discharge the said debts. Such or- 
der shall also direct the receiver appointed to take charge 
of the property and effects of the corporation, to apply to, 
and receive from the Treasurer of this state, in the manner 
hereinafter provided, the sun which shall be required to 
pay off and discharge the said debts. 

Sec. 10. It is hereby further enacted, That upon such 
receiver filing with the Treasurer of this state, a copy of 
such order, duly, certified and signed by a chancellor, it 
shall be the daty of the said Treasurer, to pay over to the 
said receiver, such sum, not exceeding the amount of the 


Bank fund, as may have been declared by the said chan- 
cellor, to be necessary to satisfy. the debts of said corpora 
tion, and the monies paid to such receiver, shall be paid 
out by him, ander the direction of the chancellor, to the 
several creditors of the corporation. c 

Sec. 11. It is hereby further enacted, That if at the 
time of filing with the Treasurer, the copy of such order, 
the Bank fund shall be insufficient to satisfy all the debts 
of the insolvent corporation, a sum sufficient to satisfy the 
residue of such debts, as shall remain unpaid, shall be paid 





| may be necessary to ascertain the actual condition of the 





to such receiver, in the manner provided in the last preced- 
ang section, out of the monies that shall thereafter be paid 


the monies so paid to such receiver, shall be 
by him, in the manner required in the last preceding sec- 
tion. 

Src. 12. It is hereby further enaeted, ‘That the 
monies paid out of the Treasury, and all other monies re- 
quired hy this act to be paid out of the Treasury, shall be 
a charge upon the Bank fand, hereby created. 

Sec. 13. It is hereby further enacted, That when- 
ever the charter of any monied corporation, subject to the 
provisions of this act shall expire, every such corporation 
shall be entitled to receive its proportional share of said 
Bank fund, which said corporation may have contributed 
thereto, after deducting thereout, a proportional part of the 
charges upon the said fund, and which share the Treasurer 
is hereby authorized to pay to said corporation. 

Sec. 14, Itis hereby further enacted, That no cred- 
itor of any insolvent corporation, shall by virtue of this act, 
receive interest upon his debt against such corporation, from | 
and after the time such order is made, as is required by the 
ninth section of this act—nor shall such creditor be entitled 
to igterest, anterior to the presentation of his demand against 
such corporation, to the receiyer that shall be appointed to 





take charge of the property agd effects of such corporations. 

Src. 15, It is hereby further enacted, That three | 
persons, to be styled the ‘*Bank Commissioners of the | 
State of Vermont,’’ shall be appointed in the manner here- 
inafter provided, whose duty, or the duty of one of whom 
it shall be, at least once in twelve months, to visit every 





monied corporation, upon which the provisions of this act 
shall be binding, and thoroughly to inspect the affairs of | 
said corporations, to examine all the books, papers, notes, 

bonds, and evidences of debt of said corporations, to com- | 
pare the funds and property of said corpérations, with the | 
statements, to be made by them, as’ hereinafter provided, | 
to ascertain the quantity of specie the said corporations have | 
on hand, and, generally, to make such other inquiries as 


said corporations, and their ability to fulfil all the engage- 
ments made by them. 

Sec. 16. Itis hereby further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty ofthe said commissioners, or some one of 
them, to visit, and inspect the condition and affairs of any 
monied corporation, more frequently than once in twelve 
months, if required soto do, by any one of the monied 
corporations, subject to the provisions of this aet. 

Sec. 17. léis hereby further enacted, That the said 


commissioners, or either of them, shall have power to ex- | ed 


amine upon oath, all the officers, servants, or agents of said 
corporations, or any other person, in relation to the affairs 
and condition of said corporations, which oath the said 
commissioners, or either of them, are personally authorized 
to administer. . 

Sec. 18. itis hereby further enacted, That if the 
said commissioners shall ascertain, from such inspection 
and examination, or in any other manner, that any of said 
corporations are insolvent, or shall have violated any of 
the provisions of this act, or acts of incorporation, or of any 
other acts, binding on such corporations, the said commis- 
sioners shal], immediately apply to a chancellor, upon bill 
or petition, for an injunction against such corporation, and 
its officers, and said chancellor shall, thereupon, issue a no- 
tice to the cashier, or to the cashier and President, of said 
corporations, to appear at a time and place therein named, 
and shew cause why an injunction should not issue against 
such corporation, and its otlicers,—and if no sufficient cause 
be shown to the contrary, he shall, thereupon, issue such 
injunction against such corporation and its officers. 

Sec. 19. It is hereby further enacted, That upon the 
issuing of such injunction, and in any stage of the proceed- 
ings thereupon, the ch llor may app one or more re- 
ceiversto take charge of the property and effects of such 
corporation,—and to collect, sue for, and recover the debts 
and demands that may be due, and the property that may 
belong to such corporation, who shail, in all respects, be 
subject to the control of the chancellor; and such receivers, 
shall give bonds to the Treasurer of this State, in a sum to 
be fixed by the chancellor, granting the injunction, with 
one or more sufficient sureties, for the faithful discharge of 
the duties, of his or their appointment, and for the due ac- 
counting for all monies received by them. And such re- 
ceiver, or receivers, shall have full power and authority, 
and it is hereby made their duty, to sell and convert into 
cash, the personal and real estate of such corporations, and 
execute good and sufficient titles to the purchasers thereof, 
and shall apply the cash, so received, as well as the moy- 
ey which shall be collected in f ion of such corpo- 
ration, exclusively to the redemption of the bills and notes, 
of such corporation, and shall, as soon as may be, render 
an account to such chancellor, of the condition and affairs 











of such corporation, and of his proceedings in the business 
of his appointment; and in case the money so received, 







shall be insufficient for the redemption of the bills and notes 
of such corporation, it shall be the duty of the receiver or 
receivers, to pay over, in farther redemption thereof, such 
sum or surms;ay he or they, shall receive ftom the Bank 
fund before named. 

Src. 20. It is hereby further enacted, That it shall be 


the daty of said commissioners, in the month of October in . 


each year, hereafter to report to the Legislatare, the man- 
ner in which they have discharged their duties, and to ac- 
company such report, by such abstracts from the reports 
made to them, and by such other statements as they may 
deem useful. ] 

Sec. 21. It is hereby further enacted, That one of 
said commissioners shall be elected by the joint ballot of 
both Houses of the Legislature, annually, and the other two 
shall be elected by the respective corporations, subject to 
the operation of this act, in manner following, each of said 
corporations shall choose one delegate, und the delegates so 
chosen, shall meet at the Court Hiouse ia Montpelier, on 
the third Thursday of October, in each year, and at the 
hour of four in the afternoon, shall proceed to vote for 
commissioners, by ballot, exch delegate being entitled to 
one vote, for every five thousand dollars actually paid in, 
of the capital stock of the corporation he represents, which 
shall be ascertained by the affidavit of the President and. 
Cashier, and the person receiving a majority of all the votes 
so given, shall be deemed daly appointed, and the Com- 
missioners so chosen, shall he under oath, for the faithful 
discharge of their duty, and shallbe entitled to four dollars 
per day, including all expenses to be paid out of the Bank 
fund, before mentioned. 

Sec. 22. It is hereby further enacted, That if any 
such monied corporations shall issue, or have outstanding, 
or in circulation, at any time, an amount of notes or bills, 
loaned or put in circalation, as money, exceeding three 
times its capital stock, then paid in, and actually possessed, 
or shall neglect to make any annual payment to the Treas- 
urer of this State, required by this act, for the space of 
three months after the time when the same ought to have 
been made, or shall have lost one half of its capital stock 
paid in, or shall have suspended the payment of its bills in 
specie, for sixty days, or shall refuse to allow the officers 
of such corporation to be examined upon oath, by the said 
commissioners, in relation to the affairs and condition of 
such corporation, every such corporation may be proceeded 
against, by the said commissioners and enjoined, by a chan- 
cellor, as an insolvent corporation, as herein before provid- 


See. 23. Jt is hereby further enacted, That every 
officer, agent or clerk, of a monied corporation, who s 
make any false statements or false entries in the books of 
such corporation, or shall exhibit false. papers, with the in- 
tent to deceive said commissioners, as to the condition of 
said corporation, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and 
shall be subject to imprisonment in the State Prison, for a 
term not less than two years, nor more than ten. 

Sec. 24. It is hereby further enacted, That no stock- 
holder of any bank, shall be appointed a commissioner by 
virtue of this act, nor shall it be lawful for any commission- 
er, directly or indirectly, to purchase, or in any manner to 
be concerned in any bank stock, in this State. 

Sec. 25. It is hereby further enacted, That every 
corporation subject to the ion of this act, created at 
the present session of the Legislature, or hereafter to be 


wit shall, before it makes any loans or discounts, have 
wh 





fifly per cent. of its capital stock actually paid in, 

payment shall be proved on oath, to the satisfacti 
of the Bank Commissioners, before any such loans or dis- 
counts shall be made; and every monied corporation whose 
charter shall hereafter be extended, shall, within one year 
after such extension takes effect, pay in all its capital, to 
be proved in like manner, to said Bank Commissioners, but 
every such monied corporation, whose charter shall be s0, 
hereafter extended, shall be permitted to reduce its capi 
stock, to any sum not below the amount actually paid in, 
at the time of the renewal of its charter. But such corpo- 
ration shall, within one year, from and after the time of 
such renewal, file with the Treasurer, a certificate, under 
the seal of the corporation, setting forth the sum to which 
its capital stock is to be reduced, as aforesaid; the filing of 
which certificate, shall exempt such corporation from the 
operation of this section, and to so much of its capital stock, 
as shall be reduced in the manner above stated. 

See. 26 Itis hereby further enacted, That if any 
Banking Company, hereafter incorporated, chartered or re- 
chartered, shall by their act of incorporation, make the pri- 
vate property of the stockholders, holden to redeem the 
bills by them issued, it shall not be required to comply with 
the conditions of this act. 


Passed Nov. 9, 1831, 


TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State: 
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